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jjRMnification Gestures by Two Koreas 
Make Small Dent in 40 Years of Enmity 


By Karen Elliott House 

I'^Staff Reporter of The Wall Street J ournal 

South Korean President Roh Tae Woo 
expressed optimism that his effort to reu- 
nify the two Koreas will produce results In 
only “a few years.*' 

President Roh made his comments in 
an interview yesterday, .shortly before, 
North Korea’s deputy,, foreign minister. In 
a surprisingly . cpriciljaiory,- Yemeni; at 
the United NaUons. jcaUed for a confedera- 
tion of the two K$reas : with a shared mili- 
tary command and national assembly. 

. The tone of Kang Sok Ju’s speech to the 
U.N. Was its most important feature. Oth- , 
erwise, the North Korean official repeated 
old calls for removal of the 42,000 U.S. 
troops and nuclear weapons in the South 
and the establishment of the peninsula as a 
nuclear-free zone. 

“There is no hidden attempt to insinu- 
ate unification through communization and 
no Intention to impose our ideas and sys- 
tem on the other side," Mr. Kang told the 
U.N. In the past, North Korea has insisted 
unification can come only through South 
Korea adopting communism. 

The flurry of diplomatic activity aimed 
at reducing tensions and paving the way 
toward some sort of reunification of the 
Korean peninsula, divided since the end of 
World War II, was sparked by President 
Roh.'s offer this summer to meet North Ko- 


*U 




*u. 


rean leader Kim II Sung. Mr. Roh repeated 
the offer in his U.N. speech Tuesday when 
he also called for a summit of the two Ko- 
reas, the U.S., Japan. China and the Soviet 
Union to defuse tension on the peninsula. 
Both Mr. Roh’s speech and Mr. Kang’s 
were devoid of the invective that long has 
characterized commentary by . leaders . of 
North and Sojitk lfo^ 

^yeusofiiame^calling tp bring about reuni- 
fication. The two nations have vastly dif- 
ferent political and economic systems. 
South Korea is emerging from a long pe- 
riod of authoritarian rule toward democ- 
racy, while North Korea remains a totali- 
tarian state seemingly bent on creating a 
family dynasty , with Kim U Sung, 76 years 
* old and ill, passing power to his son. And 
South ;Korea is emerging as an Industrial 
power.vwhile North Korea remains an eco- 
nomic backwater. ‘ v 

Regarilless, Mr. Roh says he senses 
North Kord?s isolation can’t last given 
that its two leading allies, Moscow and 
Beijing, are seeking to integrate their 
economies with those of the industrialized 
world, including South Korea. 

While acknowledging that North Korea 
would be the inferior partner in both popu- 
lation and wealth, and thus may shy away 
from true reunification, Mr. Roh said in 
the interview, “What we want at this point 
is to change the confrontational relation- 
ship to a more constructive one. Commu- 
nist Ideology is slowly changing and we’d 
expect that to affect North Korea." 

For now, the president said, he seeks 
a transition period in which “our aim is to 
restore the national Identity and develop 
trust between the two parties and build up 
mutual cooperation. That is our primary 
objective^ this stage." \ 

Asked if Asian neighbors would wel- 
come a unified Korea, President Roh ack- 
nowledged there may be some reluctance. 
But he added, “Korean people maintained 
a unified existence for 13 centuries and 
how a half-century of division is a situation 
Korean people can’t long endure." During 
its long history, Korea hasn’t been an ag- 
gressive nation, he said, and there is no 
reason to assume a reunited Korea would 
be anything but peaceful. 

President Roh, who meets with Presi- 
dent Reagan today in Washington, will 
urge the U.S. to do what it can to end 
North Korea's isolation, aides say. U.S. of- 
ficials say exchanges of academics and 
journalists between North Korea and the 
U.S. are likely. But the State Department 
said that while it welcomed Mr. Roh’s ini 1 
tiatives, a cautious approach was required 
because of North Korea's record of “state 
terror." »• 

''*** Mr. : Roh hasten careful during his 
. three-day visit to New York to emphasize 
that South Korea wants to retain strong re- 
lations with the U.S. because it is Ameri- 
ca's market and America's military that 
have helped Korea recover from the devas- 
tation and poverty of the Korean War, 

Anti-Americanism in his nation is lim- 
ited to a small group of students, he said, 
Persuasion, he said, is the best means for 
dealing with these students but he warned 
that if that fails, he is determined to use 
the law to protect and preserve “Korea’s 
liberal democracy." 
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meeting with North Korean Pres-*^ 
kient Kira 11 Sung in his capital. 

Tlie Reagan administration ex- 
pressed support and sympathy but 
said; it would withhold conciliatory 
U.» gestures toward North Korea 
until after a “trouble-free* Summer 
Olympic Games in Seoul and after . 
careful consultations with Roh and 
his government. 

Reagan and Shultz will tell Roh v 
^ Thursday that the United States is 
moving toward adopting some ges- 
tures toward North Korea but that * • 
these are hot yet ready to be made 
final or announced, State Depart- i 
ment officials said. > *. M i 

Among the moves being contem- ; * 
plated are resumption of permission ! 
for U.S. diplomats to have contacts l 
and informal discussions with North i 
Korean diplomats, an easing of re- ' t 
strictions on North Koreans trav» ^ j 
e!i«g to the United States, revised * i 
regulations to make travel by c 
Americans to North Korea less dif- i 
ficult and the possibility of North s 
Korean purchase of carefully re- 
stricted U.S. goods such as medical c 
supplies. ' ' *•'. a 

A presidential order to release c 
North Korea from the strict limi- • t< 
tations of the U.S. Trading with the 
Enemy Act, which has prohibited ti 


nearly all trade with North Korea 
since the beginning of the Korean 
Wa*4n 1950, is not being seriously 
considered, a State Department 
official said. 

Two weeks ago, Rolfs govern- 
ment announced that it will drop all 
. its trade barriers against the North 
except for those involving military- 
related items. Senior aides to Roh 
said there has been no positive re- 
action from the North so far. 

In the interview, Roh said, “I'd 
like to f aslt, the leaders of friendly 
countries, including the United 
States, to help us to draw North 
Korea into the mainstream of inter- 
national society.* He said that he 
will discuss |hisyith Reagan. - 1 

* Roh say .tbe United States and 
South Korea, should approach the 
trade issue >$>hy step* and that at 
present “we can 'think about lifting 
. this total [U.S.j- ban on trade -with- • 
North Korea. > He added that he did > 

‘ not expect Washington to lift its ban 
on supply of military-related items 
unless South Korea proposed such a 
step. ■ •' v 1 •" 

Roh suggested that academic ex- 
changes between the United States 
and North Korea and other contacts 
can provide “a meaningful start* 
toward a constructive new policy; V 
In his address to the United Na- 
tions yesterday, Roh discussed and 


a essentially accepted several of the 
i conditions that North Korean lead- 
f er Kim earlier bad put in the way of 
t a summit meeting. 

One North Korean condition that 
Roh had not discussed and which 
seemed to be an imposing barrier to 
a summit was that South Korea's 
national security or “anticommu- 
nist' law be abolished first Roh said 
in the. interview that if progress is 
made in the South-North dialogue 
and if the anticommunist law be- 
. comes a hinderance, “I'm willing to 
repeal some part of it." ’> 

North Korea's Kang said in his 
U.N. speech that it “will be difficult" 
to pursue a dialogue before repeal 
r of the anticommunist law, but he 
^ v did not pose this as a. preconditioa, 
in terms as absolute as some used 
in the past* ... 

** Kang repeated at length the re- 5 
unification' proposal of North Ko~ 

1 rean leader Kim; which dates from '. 
1980,' that communist and capitalist v 
Koreas maintain their existing sys- 
tems but achieve unification and 
coexistence under the political um- 
brella of a Demodatic Confederal 
Republic of Koryo. 

Under Kim's proposal; Koryo 
would have a single nap 

tional Army and send all foreign 
forces home, including the 40,000 
U.S. troops stationed in the South. 
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BAN UNITED STATES NUCLEAR PRESENCE 
IN SOUTH KOREA 


The ratification of the Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Agreement last year 
by the United States and Soviet Union was an unprecedented measure towards 
reducing nuclear weapons. Viewed from the perspective of the fierce arms race 
between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R., in the running for the 42 years since World 
War II, the signing was indeed an epoch-making event. 

The treaty clearly reflects global desire for lasting peace. Banning INF is but one 
step toward the realization of that desire. Contributing as it does to the relaxation 
of international tensions, we hope it signifies an end to the international trend 
of arms race. , 

The Korean peninsula in northeast Asia stands in stark contrast to the spirit of 
this treaty. The United States has installed nuclear weapons^ on the soil of the 
Republic of Korea. Already tense relations between North and South are further 
heightened by the U.S. military aid to South Korea and repeated joint maneuvers 
by the United States, Japan, and South Korea. Since the Soviet Union’s compli- 
ance with the INF treaty, by withdrawing SS-20 nuclear missiles aimed at Korea 
and Japan, any possible reason for continued U.S. deployment of nuclear wea- 
pons In Korea has likewise disappeared. 

Clearly then, the U.S. nuclear presence in South Korea only serves to threaten 
peace in northeast Asia and the rest of the world. Moreover, the Korean penin- 
sula becomes an imminent spot for provoking global nuclear conflict. Inthe name 
of peace, and the spirit of the newly signed agreement, we call on the peoples 
and government of the United States — take steps to relax military tensions, and 
remove your nuclear weapons from the Republic of Korea. 
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Chairman BAE Dong- Ho . 

3-6-8 Kanda Ogawamachi, Chlyoda-ku, Tokyo 101 Japan. Tel. (03) 292-0671 

KOREAN CONGRESS FOR DEMOCRACY AND UNIFICATION 

General Secretary KWAK Dong-Ui 

3-6-8 Kanda Ogawamachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101 Japan. Tel. (03) 292-0671 

THE LEAGUE OF KOREAN YOUTH IN JAPAN 
Chairmen KIM Kwang-Nam 

6-2-7 Sotokanda Chlyoda-ku, Tokyo 101 Japan. Tel (03) 835-4051 

KOREAN DEMOCRATIC WOMEN IN JAPAN 

Chairwoman YANG Young-Ji • 

3-6-8 Kanda Ogawamachi, Chlyoda-ku, Tokyo 101 Japan. Tel. (03) 295-2638 


This advertisement has been paid by the contributions from those Koreans in Japan and 
Japanese, who have agreed with the opinions described above. 
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